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Prom the packers s t  

Respectfully submitted, 

Assistant Agent . 

ndpoint t h  season was a poor  one. 
The pack waa smaller than the 1923 paok which was likewise 
a poor year f o r  the operators. The salmon runs were all 
l a t e  i n  t he i r  migration through the Peninsula region and 
only those operators who remained l a t e  i n  the season succeeded 
i n  d i n g  anything like 8 normal catch, 

The year wae marked by no unusual features. The spring 
was, perhaps, a l i t t l e  more backward than usnal while the 
summer, once i t  arrived, w a s  noteworthy f o r  i ts lack of 
severe s torms and heavy winds. Very l i t t l e  loss o f  gear wa8 
suffered by the packer8 i n  the d i s t r i c t  due t o  these causes. 

An additional boat ,  chartered by the Wean, together 
w i t h  a larger  fo roe  of  stream-guards made possible 8 more 
diligent and eornprehensive p a t r o l  of fishing areas. These 
a l s o  afforded a more thorough survey of the various salqlon 
propagating grounds of the Distr ic t .  
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One new t rap  was driven i n  the d i s t r i c t  during the season. 
This w a s  the Halfway Rock trap o f  the Shumigan 2aclring Company. 
The t rap d i d  quite well f o r  a poor year, and should  do much 
bet ter  i n  a good season. 

Two other t rap locations i n  the d i s t r i c t  were moved and 
t h e i r  catch efficiency increased. The first of  these w a s  
the Louisiana Cove t rap ,  o f  the Pacific American Fisheries,  
which was relocated about one mile nearer Ikatan Bag than 
before, and driven pa r t i a l ly  i n  the l e e  o f  a protective reef. 
!the other t r ap  belonged t o  the P.E.Harris Company which w a s  
or iginal ly  driven i n  E a s t  Anchor Cove and waE shifted s l igh t ly  
t o  permit of a more effect ive lead. 

Discouraged by indications o f  meager runs, The Pacific 
American Fisheries cannery a t  IBatan closed down a month 
early w i t h  but a small portion o f  t h e i r  normal pack and sailed 
f o r  home. For the same reason The 2.E.Harris Company cannery, 
operating a t  False Paw, followed snit a few days l a t e r ,  
having but one-half a pack. On August f i f teen th ,  a week a f t e r  
the Harris Company had left, a very large run o f  Dog salmon 
was i n  progress i n  the waters fished by these canneries, 
followed shortly thereaf ter  by a fine run o f  Silvers. While 
t h i s  premature desertion o f  the d i s t r i c t  was a lose t o  these 
operators it resultdd i n  an wusual ly  large seasonal spawning 
escapement. 

CBNNERIES OPERBTED : 

Six canneries were operated in the Alaska Peninsula Area 

Por t  Moljer, operated by the Pacific American Fisheries 
Ikatan, 
King Cove, 
False Pass, W Po E, Harris & Co. 
Squaw Harbor W Shumigan Packing Co. 
Herendeen Bay " Everett Packing Coo 

t h i s  season, they being as fo l lows :  

tl 17 n t1 

n n n W 

The following canneries were not operated t h i s  season: 

Herendeen Bay plant, o f  the Phoenix Packing Co, 
Herendeen Bay plant,  o f  the Fidalgo Packing Coo 
Nelson's Lagoon plant, of  the Pacific American Ftsheriee. 
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As w a s  the case last  season there w a s  considerable ta lk  
t h i s  summer o f  other companies entering the Peninsula f ie ld  
the coming year. C h r i s  Hale a n d  the FOE, Harris Company, 
both well known packera a re  rumored t o  be considering locations 
i n  the Shumigan Island8 region, 
i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  undoubtedly place a heavier a t ra in  on 
the migrating runs. Ehether they can stand an added drain 
is  the big question f o r  the Bureau and packer8 t o  determine. 

The entrance o f  new operators 

S U O N  RUNS: 

There a re  two d i s t inc t  salmon runs i n  the Peninsular 
Region, the wlocal" runs and the "migrating" runs. 

Elgrating salmon run from l a t e  May u n t i l  early September, 
The schools appear first i n  the v i c in i ty  o f  the Shumigan 
Islands and work westward, m a k i n g  t h e i r  appearanoe i n  the 
Ikatan and Horehovoi Bays region a week t o  t en  days l a t e r ,  
Other movements o f  t h i s  migrating run are  inexplainable and 
vary from year t o  year, The migrating Dogs and appeared 
first t h i s  year followed by the Reds, which, i n  turn, were 
followed by the main run of Dogs. Later i n  the seaaon the 
Si lvers  appeared. 
and smaller run of  Beds appeared. A few of theae last were 
picked up i n  the Eas t  Anchor Cove trap o f  the P.E,Harris 
Company i n  the first days o f  Augtzst. The Pacific American 
Fisheries Company o f  King Cove 8180 made fa i r  catches of  Red8 
throughout the month o f  du$~8 t  in  t h e i r  Eickoloekg S p i t  
trap, These f i s h  were la rge  and t h e i r  meat a very deep red. 
Fresh from the sea and very active they were apparently bound 
for 8ome remote stream along the Alaskan o r  Siberian  shore^. 

While the  Si lver  run was i n  progreaa another 

The "looal"  m s  are  made up of  f i e h  which find t h e i r  
parent streams i n  the Peninsula region. They d o  not follow 
any b o r n  route, but work w i t h  the"migrating" runs and find 
t h e i r  way t o  the vsrious spawning areas along the Peninaula, 
Them runs are composed of Dogs, Eumpbacka, Beds and Silver80 
The wri ter  has no knowledge o f  King salmon spawnfng i n  the 
Peninsula region although they are  reported t o  ascend one o r  
two o f  the shor t  r ivers  emptying into the Bering Sea i n  the 
vio in i ty  of  Po r t  Moller, 

THIS SEASOIS'S RUNS: 

The runs t h i s  season entered the Alaska Peninsula waters 
l a t e ,  This was t rue  of both the "migrating" runs and the 



The Commissioner-Page 4, 

" l o o a l "  runs. Throughout the season, from the Shurnigans 
on the South side o f  the Peninsula t o  P o r t  Holler on the 
Nor th  side,  the runs hung f r m  a week t o  t en  days behind 
schedule and were weak and of s h o r t  duration, They appeared 
suddenly, and when prospect6 f o r  a good run seemed likely, 
dwindled away t o  nothing, 

For the foregoing reasons no plant succeeded i n  
securing a pack equal t o  that  o f  the year previous when 
the regulations l imiting the amount o f  pack were l i f t ed .  
The Bverett Packing Conpany of  Everett,  Gashington, put up 
the smallest pack, The Ikatan cannery of the ?acific American 
Fisheriee o f  South Bellingham was Second low oannery and a8 
stated,  l e f t  the d i s t r i c t  early i n  the season, Por t  Moller 
o f  the 8ame company came t h i r d ,  and the f ,E.Earr is  Company 
o f  Seat t le ,  Washington, was fou r th ,  

The Shumigan Packing Company, a t  Squaw Harbor, put up 
the best pack i n  the d i s t r i o t .  They secured over seventy 
one thousand cases of which over twenty eight thonsand were 
Reds o r  forty per cent, Their pack was more nearly similar 
t o  the pack o f  the preoeeding years, than any other operator 
i n  the d i s t r i o t ,  

The runs of  Dogs and Hnmpbacks, especially the l a t t e r ,  
were similar t o  the runs o f  1923, t h e i r  volnma being about 
the eame as far as oould be determined from the operations o f  
the packers. They were nuch l a t e r  %hie sea8on than las t ,  
however, as heretofore notioed, 

In  the Shmnigan Islands the Dogs, a f t e r  the run once 
appeared, continued f a i r l y  well throughout the sea80n. The 
belated ran o f  Dogs i n  Bear Bay was very strong and enabled 
the King Cove cannery t o  keep a short crew packing the catch 
from t h i s  bay alone. Late i n  the seaaon t h i s  same plant d i d  
very well with beach seines. One of  these eeines was 
operated by the crew o f  the gas boat Louisiana, a n d  the other 
by the native8 of Belkofsky, The greater part  of  the f i sh  
were taken i n  K i n g  Cove, Belkofsky Bay and i n  L e f t  Hand 
Corner, about two miles from Thin Point i n  the direction 
o f  Mlorzhovoi Bay. 

The run of  Silvers was very good. The  operator^, 
secured more than i n  any season past and the f f s h  were still 
running i n  large numbers when packing ceased. 
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CATCH STFUIFJ: 

The s t r a i n  of catch placed on the runs i n  the Alaska 
Peninsula region t h i s  season w a s  not great, Closed seasons 
seemed t o  conspire against the operators while the s to rms  
which visited the region insisted on putting i n  an appearance 
during Open Season and hindered operations to some extent. 
This was especially t rue  i n  the Fort Koller a n d  Herendeen 
Bay region where winds and high seas played havoc with the 
seiners. The early departure o f  some of the packers also 
reduced the demand on the 11~18. 

I L i t t l e ,  i f  anything new, can be s a i d  on t h i s  v i t a l  
subJect. Likely no _fi8hAn& should--he pemi t ted  in the Alaska 
Peninsula Afea between September first- ,and f i f teen th ,  During 
t h i s  time the local  runs o f  Dogs a n d  Bumpbaoks a re  i n  a 
condition unf i t  f o r  human consumption, They are  poor a n d  
many o f  them attacked by fungi due t o  t h e i r  long s tay i n  
brackish water ofY the stream mouths. 

Owing t o  the intensi ty  o f  the m e  i n  eeveral l o c a l i t i e s ,  
notably Ikatan and Morzhovol Bays and the v ic in i ty  of  Kelly 
Rock, the d istan~e__b-~-t~een-t"ra~s should be lengthened f ram-- - 
eighte-en-hundred f ee t  t o  one mil%-, ThiT r-egulation w i l l  not 

T6  & r d  t o  a c c o r n p l ~ - 8 h . B ~ ~ ~ e s e n t  as the traps of the several 
companies d o  not seriously confl ic t  a t  the present time, 
Should it be postponed u n t i l  a l a t e r  date the fishing w i l l  
be more intense, new operators will have entered the f i e l d  
and the s i tua t ion  w i l l  present a problem similar t o  that of 
Southeastern Alaska, At the present time i n  the Alaska 
Peninsula Area, f ishing i a  mostly confined t o  Ikatan Bay, 
Morehovoi Bay, the v ic in i ty  o f  Kelly Rock and  i n  the region 
o f  the Bear and Sandy river8. 

The regulation o f  trap8 t o  a mile d is tan t ,  would not 
a f fec t  the Bear and Sandy r ivers  fishing, as but one t r ap  
is  driven there at present, In the v ic in i ty  of  Xelly Rock 
i n  the Shumigan region, trap f ishing is carried on by one 
company. They 8ecure f r o m  four t raps  i n  t h i s  immediate 
v ic in i ty  a l l  the f i s h  f o r  the operation of t h i a  plant,' In 
Ikatan Bay f ishing is  fol lowed by t w o  companies, one o f  which 
operates four and the other f ive  traps, In  hforzhovoi Bay 
the f ishing is  carried on by one company which operates fou r  
traps. 
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All but one or two of these traps are less than one mile 
apart. In the same localities several of the traps are just 
far enough apart to prohibit construction of an additibnal 
trap between them and in one or two instance8 the traps are 
just over the present eighteen hundred foot limit prescribed 
by the present law. In ~tll instances, dmnmy traps are driven 
to hold  locations. If these are taken into consideration 
distancea between traps in fishing areas in Ikatan Bag a n d  
aorzhovoi Bay are alwaFs less than thirty six hundred feet 
and as before mentioned often just over the eighteen hundred 
feet prescribed by l a w ,  This resulte in a heavy drain on the 
migrating run as well as a drain on the operator who drives 
some of the traps for the protection of good fishing locations. 

If the limit were placed at one mile it would eliminate 
one location in Morzhovoi Bay, one in the vicinity of Kelly 
Rock, and three in the vicinity of Ikatan Bay, not to mention ~ 

several dummy locations which are at present taking some fish 
from year to year. 

If this distance is lengthened to a mile between traps, 
the-seLaas-on shorJa_beb_l_engthened e that is to say, the closed I 

3 r i o d  sh0a-d-h shortened, except in Port Holler where the m s  
a r e  local in character a n d  greatly overfished already. The 
elimination of several traps will notioeably cut down the fish- 
ing efficienoy of the varioua plants. Other locations are 
not available in a l l  instances and those available are not a8 
effioient as the present ones. Instead of_ the sixty -honre, 
imposed by the present law the closed 86880n should be reduced 
,t̂Si-TIie,o_ri.gZnal thirty-six as i n  Bristol Bay and a l s o  as it 
is-in the PeninlEulS’Tegion “duS* the latter part of the 
8eason. This w i l l  curtail the  catch noticeably i n  the places 
above mentioned, where fishing at the present time is of an 
intensive naCure. 

’ 

,/ 

Stream improvement operations were earried oat largely 
along the lines followed last year. The various sfreams of the 
Peninsula were visited from time to time by the two patrol 
boats of the Bureau. Where atreame were found to oontain 
barriers obstructing the assent of aalmon they were removed. 
Wing to the climatio oonditione in the Alaska Peninsula the 
work of stream improvement remains on ly  for the duration 
of tbe ealm spell during which the improvement is effected. 
For this reason work was not attempted anti1 fish were 
observed waiting off the stream mouths to asoend to the 
spawning grounds when it would be of value. 

There wae very l i t t l e  lagoon fishing in the Alaska 
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Peninsula Area t h i s  past season. Thin Point Was closed, markers 
erected a n d  a watchman stationed there during the important 
portion o f  the  season. Kins8rOff'S and Mortenson*s Lagoons 
a l s o  escaped molestation, being i n  the closed area o f  Cold Bay, 
Swanson's Lagoon w a s  fished only a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of the sea8011 
owing t o  the weather aonditione and t i des  i n  Bering Sea. 

tJndoubtedly the lagoons i n  the Peninsula region can stand 
8ome f ishing and the nature of the weather affords them 
considerable protection, 
that  during calm spe l l s  fishermen can and d o  enter lagoons open 
t o  Tishing and make good oatches. 
that  the salmon a f t e r  entering the lagoons play about f o r  many 
days before the t i des  a re  of suff ic ient  height t o  enable them 
t o  reacth the creeks entering the lagoon. As the season advances 
and the f i sh  entering the lagoons are  more mature, they color 
up more rapidly and are  then not in a proper condition f o r  
canning. In fact the operators have a special  mark f o r  cans 
designating such f i s h  and they are  so ld  as 
For  t h i s  reason i f  none other, the f ishing i n  lagoone should 
be diacouraged b 

Fishing is  already prohibited in  all salmon streams and a 
legoon should be ulassed as a salmon stream. It is  entered 
by streams a t  one end and by t i d e s  at the other which comingle 
over a se r i e s  o f  f lats and uhannels t o  form the lagoon. It 
is very much eimilar t o  large f l a t s  found here and them i n  
some r ivere  where, owing t o  the topography of the country, the 
stream becomes sluggish and f l o w s  over a large area i n  many 
channels. 

It must be remembered nevertheless 

This is  due t o  the fact  

in fer ior  product, 

SALMON ESC-S: 

An eetimate o f  the escapement of  the migrating run8 of 
salmon w o a d  be of no value owing t o  the many chances for 
error. It may be eeid here, however, that the migrating lPn6 
d i d  not t h i s  sea8on s t r i k e  into Ikatan and Morshovof Bay8 i n  
t h e i r  usual numbers. The P,E.Harris Company t rap  at Eas t  
Anuhor Cove a n d  the  Pacific Amerioan Fisheries t r ap  s l igh t ly  
below lgatan Point outside o f  Ikatan Bey, caught f i sh  
consistently when the traps in  Ikstan and Morzhovoi B8y 
were hard ly  f ishing a t  all. 

The trap8 of the Shamigan Packing Company at Squaw Harbor, 
d i d  likewise, t h e i r  pack report showing twenty eight thazsand 
f ive  hundred Reds o f  a t o t a l  pack o f  seventy one thousand uases 
o r  approximately for ty  per cent. 
the soathern &de of the Peninsula waa only t h i r t y  three per 
uent. Thie is including the figures o f  the Ikatan and Palm 
Pass canneries, both of which l e f t  early and whose percentage 

The average pack of aede for 
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o f  Reds w o u l d  have decreased daily. The o n l y  other plant which 
paoked as long a8 Squaw Harbor was the King Cove plant. 
paok o f  Reds was f i f t e e n  per cent, t h e i r  traps i n  Morzhovoi 
Bay f a i l i n g  completely. 

Their 

Reports o f  the escapement t o  the looal streams have been 
pret ty  well covered in the semi-monthly reports but 8. shor t  
resume may not be out o f  place here, 

Thin Point, Kinearoff and Swanson lagoons enjoyed a normal 
escapement o f  spawning Red salmon, T h a t  is t o  say, the 
spawning areas in these three streams were seeded t o  t h e i r  
oapacity. The spawning lakes at the head o f  the Red Cove, 
Johnny Belson and OrEenoi streams were moderately seeded. They 
l i ke ly  could have absorbed more o f  a run but were not overfished. 

The lake i n  Acheridin Bay d i d  not have a good escapement. 
This however, was not due t o  overfishing as the operators i n  
the d i s t r i c t  d i d  pract ical ly  no fishing a t  Aoheredin Bay, 
owing t o  the exposed condition of the fishing grounds. 

o f  salmon. T h i s  was l i ke ly  due t o  the poor  run o f  the present 
season and t o  the f a o t  that the lagoon is  blocked on b o t h  s ides  
by long t raps ,  the nearest one being a l i t t l e  under a mile 
from the lagoon mouth. 

i n  a speoial report. 

Lambsports Lagoon i n  Morahovol Bay h a d  a poor escapement 

The Bear and Sandy River spawning beds have been covered 
/ 

The other streams o f  the Peninsula are ascended mainly 
by Dog and Humpback salmon. 
i n  the Alaska Peninsula. Few of them were notioed i n  the 
streams o f  this area. The Dog salmon were present i n  large 
schools, however, and a l l  the 8treams of" the Alaska Peninsula, 
up which this  variety runs, were well seeded, 

This w a s  an o f f  year f o r  Humpbacks 

Daring the early pa r t  of the season the streeuns of 
Eorzhovol Bay and False  Pass experienced no run o f  Dogs o f  any 
valne, After the canneries l e f t ,  as noted elsewhere i n  th i a  
report ,  the Dogs appeared i n  large numbers and the streams i n  
Xorahovoi Bay and False Pass were full  by the l a t t e r  part of  
August and ear ly  September. Silver6 mere running i n  September, 
t o ,  and the escapement o f  t h i s  species into the streams o f  the 
Peninsula, which i t  was possible t o  v i s i t  was f o u n d  t o  be good. 
Local inhabitants reported a large escapement of Dogs and 
Si lvers  i n  places visited by them, such as trapping grounds and 
native fishing villages. 
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According t o  a l l  reports the fox farmers of  the Peninsula 
region secured enough f i sh  f o r  t h e i r  needs. 

f j u ( ) n  -gam: 

There W 8 8  no f i s h  waste i n  the d i s t r i c t .  Canners a t  no 
time were swamped w i t h  f i s h ,  the operators running a t  half 
capacity the most of the season. 

VISII'ORS: 

During the season the Peninsula Area was visited in the 
in t e re s t s  o f  salmon conservation by The Comniseioner of 
Fisheries,  Hon. Henry Q'Xalley. He w a s  accompanied by 
Ur.  Richey, o f  the  Department of  Commerce, and Representatives 
Free and ighite. 

PATEOL: 

A patrol  of the Peninsula watere was maintained by the 
Bureau o f  Fisheries w i t h  t w o  boa t s ,  the Auk chartered f o r  the 
purpose and the MerRaneer already a s s i g n r t o  the d i s t r i c t .  
The Merganser covered tne Shumigan Islands and vic in i ty  and 
the  - A u k  maintained a patrol  of the remaining waters. 

In the d i s t r i c t s  patrolled a l l  f i sh  t rap8  were visited 
as often as time and weather wsanld permit, during dosed  
seasons, and the bays and stream mouths were kept under 
snrveilance throughout the en t i r e  season. 

TRAPS: 

Twenty-three full s i ze  trap8 were driven i n  the Alaska 
Peninsula Area t h i s  season. This w a s  a decrease o f  four 
over l a s t  season. The reason f o r  t h i s  decrease was the 
cer ta in  knowledge of  the packers that the Humpback run w a d  
not materialize, t h i s  being the off year for t ha t  speciee, 
and the traps being located i n  Humpback loca l i t i e s .  

PURSE SEINES: 

Ten purse seines and four half puree seines were used i n  
the Alaska Peninsula. A l l  of  the fnll purse seines were used 
i n  the P o r t  Moller region. 
operated i n  the Shumigan Islands and vicini ty .  

The half purse seines were all 
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BEACH SEIi?ES: 

A few beach seines mere ueed i n  the d i s t r i c t ,  It was 
impossible t o  secure a close check on the number as they were 
principally operated by loca l  residents i n  securing t h e i r  
winter supply of  salmon and by the fox  farmers for securing 
f o x  feed, Those used f o r  commercial purposes were: 

One a t  Orzenoi River, operated by Gus L i n d q n i s t .  
One a t  King Cove, operated by the Belkofsky natives, 
One a t  King Cove, operated by the Po A, E', 
One a t  False Pass, operated by the Uorzhovoi natives, 
One at  Swanson Lagoon, operated by the f. E, E a r r i s  Coo 

PROHIBITIVE XONUGEPJTS: 

Prohibitive monuments were erected f ive  hundred yards 
f rom the mouths o f  a l l  streams i n  the feninsula Area where 
f ishing operations were conducted. 

The s tenci l ing o f  markers f o r  next year was undertaken 
during the l a t t e r  part o f  the season a f t e r  the a r r iva l  of the 
stenoil .  Markers w i l l  be erected on a l l  streams in t h i s  
d i s t r i c t  before the opening o f  the salmon f ishing season 
next year. 

RE C oB6p6EllDA!i! I ONS : 

1. The purchase of  a s t u r d y  sea-worthy boat w i t h  
suff ic ient  power f o r  patrol l ing a n d  cruising purpose8, and a 
speed of  not l e s s  than nine knots. 

2, Lengthening the distance between f i s h  traps from 
eighteen hundred f ee t  t o  one mile. 

3, A re turn t o  the original  closed seaeon of  th i r ty-  
Six hOtlr60 

4. The adoption of  some feasible  plan f o r  enlarging the 
spawning escapement ascending the Bear and Sandy Rivers. 

5. Establiehment of a f ishing reservation for the benefit 
o f  the Belkofsky natives, 


